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Honorable Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 



The Applicants wish to make the following art references of record in the above- 
identified Patent Application pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, and to the Duty of 
Disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 

Although the information submitted herewith may be "material" to the Examiner's 
consideration of the subject Patent Application, this submission is not intended to 
constitute an admission that such information is "prior art" as to the claimed invention. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search was made or that no other material 
information, as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(b), exists. 
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I. The cited U.S. Patent references are: 



Ref. No. 


Publication No. 


Publication Date 


Inventor/ Appl. 




A 


6,387,556 


5/14/2002 


Fuglevand, et al. 




B 


5,991,670 


11/23/1999 


Mufford, et al. 






II. The cited Foreign Patent references are: 




Ref. No. 


Publication No. 


Publication Date 


Inventor/ Appl. 


Translation 


A 1 


EP1274145 


1/8/2003 


Aoyagi, et al. 
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WO02/078103 


10/3/2002 


Ross, et al. 


Yes 


CI 


WOO 1/08247 


2/1/2001 


Edlund, et al. 
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DE19514813 


11/21/1996 


Scholta, et al. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months 
subsequent to the filing date of the subject Patent Application and after the mailing of a 
first Office Action, but before the mailing date of any of a final action. Each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 



Form PTO/SB/08A (Substitute for Form 1449/PTO) and copies of the references 
are submitted along with this document. A translation of the abstract of DE19514813 
along with machine translations of the description and claims of DE19514813 provided 
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by the European Patent Office are also submitted along with this document. It is 
requested that the Examiner consider the references and make them of record in the 
above-referenced Patent Application. The Applicant became aware of these references as 
a result of the prosecution of the related foreign application. A copy of the foreign search 
report is also submitted along with this document. 
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